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with two European assessors., was appointed to report on
the best means of securing the end desired.

After much inquiry and discussion, terminating in 1878
the Committee submitted the draft of a Bill adapting the
law of England as applied to Charitable Trusts to Hindu
Eeligious Trusts and Institutions. The Board of Commis-
sioners, its Secretary, its Inspectors, were to be selected by
Government: " no other plan will secure and maintain such
a controlling body as will command the continual respect
and confidence of the public." Every religious institution
in the country, great or small, was to be brought under the
Board, which, besides Hindus, was to include one Englishman,
a barrister of experience; all members to receive a liberal
salary, to be levied by a percentage on the income of the
endowments. The Board were to be the authoritative advisers
of the hereditary and customary Tirastees, to frame schemes
of administration, to audit accounts, and to be referees in
all cases of sectarian differences. Further, to serve under
the control of the Board, was to be a body of official
Trustees, not only to take charge of neglected shrines, but
to replace such local Trustees as the Board might find it
desirable, for good and sufficient reasons, to remove, the
persons so removed having always their remedy against the
Board in a Court of law.

In transmitting the Bill for the consideration of higher
authority, the Duke of Buckingham and a majority of his
Council declared themselves averse to the proposal for
official Trustees, as discouraging local management and
leading to an odious centralisation. The powers vested in
the Board they also disapproved, as too onerous to be
effectually performed; they would limit the authority of
the Board to matters of registration and audit, with control
over local Trustees in certain grave matters only, " It will
no doubt be observed," His Grace remarked, "that the
portions I object to are very much on the model of the